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the ADA and enforcing it where nec-
essary. These cases have included: reso-
lution of a case in Hawaii to allow
those who are vision impaired to travel
to the State without having to quar-
antine their guide dogs for four months
in advance of arrival; a consent decree
with the National Collegiate Athletic
Association so that high school ath-
letes with learning disabilities have
the opportunity to compete for schol-
arships and participate in college ath-
letics; an agreement with private hos-
pitals in Connecticut to ensure pa-
tients who are deaf have access to sign-
language interpreters; and assistance
to the State of Florida to update their
building code to bring it into compli-
ance with the ADA. Florida joins
Maine, Texas and Washington State in
having a certified building code there-
by ensuring better compliance with the
ADA by architects, builders and con-
tractors within the State.

The Civil Rights Division has also re-
solved several hate crimes cases over
the past seven months, including: In
Idaho, six men pled guilty to engaging
in a series of racially motivated at-
tacks on Mexican American men,
women and children, some as young as
9; in Arizona, three members of a skin-
head group pled guilty to burning a
cross in the front yard of an African
American woman; and in Texas, a man
pled guilty to entering a Jewish temple
and firing several gun shots while
shouting anti-Semitic slurs.

The Division has also been vigorously
enforcing its criminal statutes, includ-
ing: indictments against three people
in Arkansas charged with church burn-
ing; guilty pleas by 16 Puerto Rico cor-
rectional officers who beat 22 inmates
and then tried to cover it up; cases
arising from Mexican women and girls,
some as young as 14, being lured to the
U.S. and then being forced into pros-
titution; and guilty pleas from 18 de-
fendants who forced 60 deaf Mexican
nationals to sell trinkets on the streets
of New York. Out of concerns about
slavery continuing in the U.S., Bill Lee
has created a Worker Exploitation
Task Force to coordinate enforcement
efforts with the Department of Labor. I
commend Mr. Lee for putting the spot-
light on these shameful crimes.

Other significant cases which the
Civil Rights Division has handled in
the past few months include the follow-
ing: several long-standing school deseg-
regation cases were settled or their
consent decrees were terminated, in-
cluding cases in Kansas City, Kansas;
San Juan County, Utah; and Indianap-
olis, Indiana. Japanese-Latin Ameri-
cans who were deported and interned in
the United States during World War II
finally received compensation this
year. Lawsuits in Ohio and Washing-
ton, D.C. were settled to allow women
access to women’s health clinics.

This record indicates that Bill Lee
has been running the Division the way
it should be run. Here in Washington,
where we have lots of show horses, Bill
Lee is a work horse—a dedicated public

official who is working hard to help
solve our Nation’s problems. I like peo-
ple who get the job done. I commend
Bill Lann Lee and the many hard-
working professionals at the Civil
Rights Division.

Bill Lee has served as acting head of
the Civil Rights Division for seven
months now. Given the claims made by
many in the Senate last fall that Mr.
Lee would lead the Division astray,
you might expect that he would be in
the headlines every day associated
with some extreme decision. Instead,
we have seen the strong and steady
work of the Division—solid achieve-
ments and effective law enforcement.

Just last week, I received a letter
from Governor Zell Miller of Georgia
that is emblematic of the record that
Bill Lee has established. Governor Mil-
ler discusses Bill Lee’s efficient and ef-
fective ability to settle an action
which involved Georgia’s juvenile de-
tention facilities. He notes that he was
not exactly a fan of the Civil Rights
Division before Bill Lee came along
and writes that he ‘‘was fearful that
Georgia would be unable to get a fair
forum in which to present our position,
and that we would once again be com-
pelled to engage in protracted and ex-
pensive litigation.’’ Governor Miller
writes that his fears were unfounded,
that the parties engaged in ‘‘intensive
and expeditious negotiations’’ and
reached a fair agreement. Governor
Miller also notes:

I have indicated to Mr. Lee both personally
and publicly that he and his staff treated
Georgia with professionalism, fairness, and
respect during our negotiations. Under the
direction of Bill Lann Lee, what began as a
potentially divisive and litigious process was
transformed into an atmosphere where the
State was able to have its case heard fairly,
resulting in a reasonable agreement benefit-
ing all parties. This is the way in which the
Civil Rights Division should operate in its
dealings with the states, and I am pleased to
commend Mr. Lee and his staff for their ef-
forts in this matter.

Bill Lee continues to build on his
reputation as a professional and effec-
tive negotiator who routinely earns
praise from opposing parties. I had
high expectations for Bill Lee when he
was nominated and I have not been dis-
appointed. He is doing a terrific job,
and I know that he will keep up the
good work.

The President renominated Bill Lann
Lee to be Assistant Attorney General
in charge of the Civil Rights Division
on January 29 of this year. Given his
outstanding performance over the past
seven months, I hope Chairman HATCH
and the other Republican members of
the Judiciary Committee will recon-
sider his nomination, review his record
and favorably report the nomination of
Bill Lee to the Senate so that he may
be confirmed as the Assistant Attorney
General for Civil Rights. Bill Lee de-
serves it.

I ask unanimous consent that the
letter from Governor Miller of Georgia
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

STATE OF GEORGIA,
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR,

Atlanta, July 9, 1998.
Hon. ORRIN HATCH,
U.S. Senate, Russell Senate Office Building,

Washington, DC.

Hon. PATRICK LEAHY,
U.S. Senate, Russell Senate Office Building,

Washington, DC.
DEAR SENATORS HATCH AND LEAHY: It is my

understanding that you are conducting an
oversight hearing concerning the Civil
Rights Division of the United States Depart-
ment of Justice. The purpose of this letter is
to advise you of the State of Georgia’s recent
experience with the Civil Rights Division,
which ultimately resulted in a joint agree-
ment concerning our state juvenile deten-
tion facilities.

During much of 1997, representatives of the
Civil Rights Division investigated certain al-
leged conditions and practices in detention
facilities operated by Georgia’s Department
of Juvenile Justice. The Justice Department
received full cooperation from state officials
during its investigation

When the Justice Department’s findings
letter was released earlier this year, I was
very upset with the manner in which the let-
ter was issued and many of the comments
contained in that correspondence. Frankly,
given our state’s prior experiences with the
Department of Justice in general, and the
Civil Rights Division in particular, I was
fearful that Georgia would be unable to get
a fair forum in which to present our position,
and that we would once again be compelled
to engage in protracted and expensive litiga-
tion.

I, members of my staff, and the Attorney
General of Georgia made these concerns
known to Acting Assistant Attorney General
Bill Lann Lee and other Justice Department
officials. We indicated a willingness to dis-
cuss the Justice Department’s concerns and
reach a reasonable resolution, as long as the
legitimate interests of the State of Georgia
in insuring public safety and developing its
own policies would be honored.

After intensive and expeditious negotia-
tions, the State of Georgia and the Depart-
ment of Justice, through its Civil Rights Di-
vision directed by Mr. Lee, arrived at a
Memorandum of Agreement which recog-
nizes Georgia’s legitimate interests to pro-
tect its citizens and set its own policies
while, at the same time, improve services for
youths in state custody. I have indicated to
Mr. Lee both personally and publicly that he
and his staff treated Georgia with profes-
sionalism, fairness, and respect during our
negotiations.

Under the direction of Bill Lann Lee, what
began as a potentially divisive and litigious
process was transformed into an atmosphere
where the State was able to have its case
heard fairly, resulting in a reasonable agree-
ment benefiting all parties.

This is the way in which the Civil Rights
Division should operate in its dealings with
the states, and I am pleased to commend Mr.
Lee and his staff for their efforts in this
manner.

With kindest regards, I remain.
Sincerely,

ZELL MILLER.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting one nomination
which was referred to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.

(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

f

REPORT CONCERNING THE COM-
PREHENSIVE NATIONAL ENERGY
STRATEGY—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT—PM 142

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit the Com-

prehensive National Energy Strategy
(Strategy) to the Congress. This report
required by section 801 of the Depart-
ment of Energy Organization Act (Pub-
lic Law 95–91; 42 U.S.C. 7321(b)), high-
lights our national energy policy. It
contains specific objectives and plans
for meeting five essential, common
sense goals enumerated in the accom-
panying message from Secretary Peña.

Energy is a global commodity of
strategic importance. It is also a key
contributor to our economic perform-
ance, and its production and use affect
the environment in many ways. Thus,
affordable, adequate, and environ-
mentally benign supplies of energy are
critical to our Nation’s economic, envi-
ronmental, and national security.

The Strategy reflects the emergence
and interconnection of three pre-
eminent challenges in the late 1990s:
how to maintain energy security in in-
creasingly globalized energy markets;
how to harness competition in energy
markets both here and abroad; and how
to respond to local and global environ-
mental concerns, including the threat
of climate change. The need for re-
search and development underlies the
Strategy, which incorporates rec-
ommendations of my Committee of Ad-
visors on Science and Technology
(PCAST) for improvements in energy
technologies that will enable the
United States to address our energy-re-
lated challenges. Advances in energy
technology can strengthen our econ-
omy, reduce our vulnerability to oil
shocks, lower the cost of energy to con-
sumers, and cut emissions of air pollut-
ants as well as greenhouse gases.

This Strategy was developed over
several months in an open process.
Three public hearings were held earlier
this year in California, Texas, and
Washington, D.C., and more than 300
public comments were received. This
Strategy is not a static document; its
specifics can be modified to reflect
evolving conditions, while the frame-
work provides policy guidance into the

21st century. My Administration looks
forward to working with the Congress
to implement the Strategy and to
achieve its goals in the most effective
manner possible.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 14, 1998.
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REPORT ON FEDERAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEES FOR FISCAL YEAR
1997—MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT—PM 143

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs.

To the Congress of the United States:
As provided by the Federal Advisory

Committee Act (FACA), as amended
(Public Law 92–463; 5 U.S.C. App. 2,
6(c)), I am submitting the Twenty-sixth
Annual Report on Federal Advisory Com-
mittees, covering fiscal year 1997.

Consistent with my commitment to
create a more responsive government,
the executive branch continues to im-
plement my policy of maintaining the
number of advisory committees within
the ceiling of 534 required by Executive
Order 12838 of February 10, 1993. As a
result, the number of discretionary ad-
visory committees (established under
general congressional authorizations)
was held to 467, or 42 percent fewer
than those 801 committees in existence
at the beginning of my Administration.

Through the advisory committee
planning process required by Executive
Order 12838, the total number of advi-
sory committees specifically mandated
by statute has declined. The 391 such
groups supported at the end of fiscal
year 1997 represents a 4 percent de-
crease over the 407 in existence at the
end of fiscal year 1996. Compared to the
439 advisory committees mandated by
statute at the beginning of my Admin-
istration, the net total for fiscal year
1997 reflects an 11 percent decrease
since 1993.

Furthermore, my Administration
will assure that the total estimated
costs to fund these groups in fiscal
year 1998, or $43.8 million, are dedi-
cated to support the highest priority
public involvement efforts. We will
continue to work with the Congress to
assure that all advisory committees
that are required by statute are regu-
larly reviewed through the congres-
sional reauthorization process and that
any such new committees proposed
through legislation are closely linked
to national interests.

Combined savings achieved through
actions taken by the executive branch
to eliminate unneeded advisory com-
mittees during fiscal year 1997 were $2.7
million, including $545,000 saved
through the termination of five advi-
sory committees established under
Presidential authority.

During fiscal year 1997, my Adminis-
tration successfully worked with the

Congress to clarify further the applica-
bility of FACA to committees spon-
sored by the National Academy of
Sciences (NAS) and the National Acad-
emy of Public Administration (NAPA).
This initiative resulted in the enact-
ment of the Federal Advisory Commit-
tee Act Amendments of 1997 (Public
Law 105–153), which I signed into law on
December 17, 1997. The Act provides for
new and important means for the pub-
lic and other interested stakeholders to
participate in activities undertaken by
committees established by the Acad-
emies in support of executive branch
decisionmaking processes.

As FACA enters its second quarter-
century during fiscal year 1998, it is ap-
propriate for both the Congress and my
Administration to continue examining
opportunities for strengthening the
Act’s role in encouraging and promot-
ing public participation. Accordingly, I
am asking the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services to prepare a legislative
proposal for my consideration that ad-
dresses an overall policy framework for
leveraging the public’s role in Federal
decisionmaking through a wide variety
of mechanisms, including advisory
committees.

By jointly pursuing this goal, we can
fortify what has been a uniquely Amer-
ican approach toward collaboration. As
so aptly noted by Alexis de Tocqueville
in Democracy in America (1835), ‘‘In
democratic countries knowledge of how
to combine is the mother of all other
forms of knowledge; on its progress de-
pends that of all the others.’’ This ob-
servation strongly resonates at this
moment in our history as we seek to
combine policy opportunities with ad-
vances in collaboration made possible
by new technologies, and an increased
desire of the Nation’s citizens to make
meaningful contributions to their indi-
vidual communities and their country.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 14, 1998.

f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 7, 1997, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on July 14, 1998,
during the adjournment of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
House has passed the following bill,
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 2282. An act to amend the Arms Export
Control Act, and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The following enrolled bill, pre-
viously signed by the Speaker pro tem-
pore of the House, was signed on today,
July 14, 1998, by the President pro tem-
pore (Mr. THURMOND):

H.R. 1635. An act to establish within the
United States National Park Service the Na-
tional Underground Railroad Network to
Freedom program, and for other purposes.
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